Unusual metastases of papillary thyroid carcinoma: report of 2 cases.
We present 2 cases of papillary thyroid carcinoma (PTC) with conventional morphology that metastasized to unusual sites. The first neoplasm was a PTC whose initial clinical manifestation was a large metastasis in the pancreas which mimicked a primary neoplasm. The mediastinal location of the thyroid gland was responsible for the delay in identification of the primary tumor. Eventually, the patient, a 72-year-old man, developed brain and vertebral metastases. The second case was that of a 58-year-old woman with a PTC with initial metastases in cervical lymph nodes; subsequently, the tumor spread to axillary lymph nodes and finally to the breast. Transformation to anaplastic spindle and giant cell carcinoma within the breast metastasis occurred 20 years after the primary thyroid tumor had been diagnosed and surgically treated. The metastatic anaplastic spindle and giant cell carcinoma contained rhabdoid inclusions further complicating identification. To the best of our knowledge, only 3 cases of PTC metastatic to the breast have been reported, none of them with anaplastic transformation. On the other hand, only 3 cases of PTC metastatic to the pancreas have been published, 2 of them of the tall cell variant, and in none of these cases were the first symptoms attributable to the metastasis. Brief comments about the differential diagnosis are included.